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The NIMH seeks to facilitate development of compounds to enhance cognition in patients with schizophrenia. The
Treatment Units for Research on Neurocognition and Schizophrenia program (TURNS) is an NIMH-sponsored initia-
tive to identify compounds of interest and conduct proof of concept clinical studies on the treatment of cognitive deficits
of schizophrenia. Cognitive functions that are affected include memory, attention, executive functioning and psy-
chomotor performance. Cognitive impairments are important as treatment targets because they have a substantial
impact on the functional capacity and outcome of individuals with schizophrenia and currently available medications
are of limited efficacy in treating these impairments. The TURNS Program constitutes the next phase of the NIMH’s
treatment development initiative in cognition in schizophrenia and will utilize the deliverables, including a standardized
concensus clinical battery produced by the MATRICS Program (www.matrics.ucla.edu). TURNS plans to continue to
conduct studies of prioritized compounds at TURNS' sites. Consequently, the TURNS program is calling for a round of
nominations of suitable candidate drugs. Compounds will be selected by a formal review process. Studies will be
developed and implemented by seven investigative sites: Columbia University Medical Center (Jeffrey Lieberman);
Harvard University (Donald Goff, Larry Seidman); the Nathan Kline Institute (Daniel Javitt, Karen Nolan); University of
North Carolina/Duke University (Richard Keefe, Joseph McEvoy); University of Maryland (Robert Buchanan, Jim Gold);
Washington University (John Csernansky, Deanna Barch); and University of California at Los Angeles (Stephen Marder,
Michael Green). Further information on the TURNS program is available on the website www.turns.ucla.edu.
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